Sent: Thursday, July 31, 2008 9:36 PM

Subject: Marijuana Bill Packs Room, Makes Headlines

TOP STORIES

Marijuana Bill Packs Room, Makes Headlines

Congressional staffers and members of the press packed a hearing room on
Capitol Hill Wednesday for Rep. Barney Frank's (D-MA) announcement of the

first federal marijuana decriminalization bill in decades.

Continue: http://dpa.convio.net/site/R?i=sXTkpMAqg5jFptabuyvi48A..

Bad Planning: Mexico's Mérida Initiative

In the last few weeks nearly six tons of cocaine were seized from a homemade
submarine in waters off of Oaxaca; more than 20 people were killed in the
span of a week in the city of Culiacan; a high-ranking member of the federal
police force was murdered during lunch at a restaurant in Mexico City.

What is going on in Mexico?

Continue: http://dpa.convio.net/site/R?i=iYIsrbTPr7UGcW2ekBB16g..

Liberals and Fiscal Conservatives Find Common Ground in California Reform

The most ambitious sentencing and prison reform in U.S. history -- appearing
on the California ballot this November as Proposition 5 -- is gaining

support across the political spectrum, with endorsers ranging from former
U.S. Secretary of State George Shultz to the California Democratic Party.
Prop. 5 will protect public safety, save taxpayers billions of dollars, and

serve as a model for a public health approach to substance use nationwide.

Continue: http://dpa.convio.net/site/R?i=cTMafiCnHfiKkZk5A-urkQ..

DPA New Mexico Urges Comprehensive Prison Reform

Recent recommendations on prison reform from a New Mexico taskforce stop
short of calling for comprehensive changes, but DPA New Mexico has jumped in



with a letter to Governor Bill Richardson outlining additional steps the
state can take to create real reform.

Continue: http://dpa.convio.net/site/R?i=IzuG23kISBIITALGNONCBA..

COMMUNITY

"My fellow 500,000+ drug war prisoners keep me motivated towards reform. The
dead in Culiacan remind me of the urgency of our mission to move towards
sensible drug policy."

-- Malakkar Vohryzek in The D'Alliance, discussing drug war violence in
Mexico

Join the Conversation:
http://dpa.convio.net/site/R?i=VDGHwWTIpgcOuLOZm22wkiw..

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Event: Ninth Annual Labor Day Voter Empowerment Rally - Santa Fe, NM

Continue: http://dpa.convio.net/site/R?i=GA22PvXvtrnfAi6CgDh0Xg..

GET MORE

Subscribe to the new Library Picks email and get top reads every month from
DPA's Lindesmith Library.

Sign Up Now: http://dpa.convio.net/site/R?i=TpolamEloGg2rhwOneOXRw..

Like This Newsletter?

Please give us feedback:
mailto:webmaster@drugpolicy.org?subject=eNews%?20feedback



Tell Your Friends

If you know someone who may be interested in receiving this
newsletter, you can easily forward up to five copies at once.
http://dpa.convio.net/site/R?i=ITW-3mtOSLYUSIXfIOSVVA..




